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177 E. Colorado Blvd, Suite 200, Pasadena, CA 91105  |  watershedhealth.org  |  213.229.9945 

27	January	2021	

Via	Email:	
Hunter.J.Kendrick@usdoj.gov	
Erica.Boyd@usdoj.gov	

US	Department	of	Justice	
Citizen	Suit	Coordinator	
Environment	and	Natural	Resources	Division	
Law	and	Policy	Section	
P.O.	Box	7415	
Ben	Franklin	Station	
Washington,	DC	20044-07415	

RE:	Alesha	Davis	v.	California	Metal-X	(CMX)	Civil	Case	No.:	2:20-cv-07066-DMG-AFM	

Dear	Mr.	Kendrick	and	Ms.	Boyd:		

The	Council	for	Watershed	Health	has	read	the	proposed	consent	decree	for	the	above	referenced	
citizen	suit.		The	Council	for	Watershed	Health	(CWH)	understands	that	as	a	result	of	the	entry	of	
the	proposed	consent	decree	by	the	Court,	CWH	shall	receive	funds	in	the	amount	of	Three	
Thousand	Dollars	($3,000.00)	for	use	on	a	Supplemental	Environmental	Project.	CWH	is	
recognized	as	an	exempt	entity	under	section	501	(c)(3)	of	the	Internal	Revenue	Code.	Any	
monies	CWH	receives	under	the	consent	decree	will	be	used	only	for	the	purposes	specified	in	the	
consent	judgement	to	alleviate	environmental	harms	done	to	the	Los	Angeles	River	and	its	
tributaries.	No	money	will	be	used	for	lobbying	purposes.	Once	the	Supplemental	Environmental	
Project	(SEP)	is	completed,	CWH	will	submit	to	the	United	States	District	Court	Central	District	of	
California	and	to	the	parties	a	letter	describing	how	the	SEP	funds	were	spent.			

Attached	is	a	project	description	which	details	how	the	funds	will	be	spent.	

If	any	additional	information	is	needed,	please	contact	me	via	email	at	
eileen@watershedhealth.org.	

Sincerely,	

Eileen	Alduenda	
Executive	Director	

cc:	
Evan	J.	Smith	–	esmith@brodskysmith.com	
Ryan	P.	Cardona	–	rcardona@brodskysmith.com	
Ruben	A.	Castellón	–	rastellon@candffirm.com	



 
 
The Council for Watershed Health (“CWH”) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Our mission is to advance the health and 
sustainability of our region’s watersheds, rivers and habitats - both 
in natural areas and urban neighborhoods. We do this through 
science-based research, education and inclusive stakeholder 
engagement. 

 
 
Elmer Paseo Refresh and Replant 
 
Almost a decade ago, CWH managed the implementation of the Elmer Avenue Neighborhood 
Retrofit (Elmer Avenue) demonstration project in the Sun Valley neighborhood of the City of Los 
Angeles. Elmer Avenue is a neighborhood scale retrofit project that incorporates stormwater 
management strategies. It was completed for the neighborhood street and residences in 2010 
and the alley in 2012.  The strategies completed on both private and public property mimic 
natural processes to manage stormwater runoff and result in multiple benefits. These benefits 
include the infiltration of runoff that augments local water supplies and improved water quality of 
runoff that flows to the Los Angeles River (LA River). Elmer Avenue is one of the region’s first 
multi-benefit “green street” projects. It manages runoff from 50 acres upstream and achieved 
the goals of reducing flooding, increasing stormwater runoff quality, educating residents and 
stakeholders on local watershed issues, and increased green space and habitat. Upstream 
runoff managed at the site includes runoff from industrial facilities and from roadways serving 
traffic from industrial facilities adjacent to the residential neighborhood that would otherwise 
reach the LA River without being treated or infiltrated. 
 
The Elmer Avenue Neighborhood Retrofit Project (Elmer Paseo) included the redesign of a 
neglected alley at the southern end of Elmer Avenue. The Elmer Paseo was redesigned to 
manage 10 acres of runoff from the surrounding neighborhood. Elmer Paseo manages dry and 
wet weather runoff with design strategies that mimic natural processes. Elmer Paseo features a 
vegetated bioswale and a permeable concrete pathway that captures and directs runoff to a 
subsurface infiltration trench. The original plant palette featured 100% plants native to the 
surrounding area. The redesigned alley captures, cleans, and infiltrates runoff year-round; 
reduces local flooding; improves walkability and safety; increases neighborhood green space; 
provides habitat for pollinators; and is used to educate Sun Valley Magnet students and other 
students on watershed stewardship.  
 
Because this demonstration landscape is now 8 years old and requires maintenance, it shall be 
refreshed and replanted to ensure it continues to provide benefits to the Elmer Avenue residents 
and the LA River Watershed. Over the years, sediment has filled in the swale and runoff has 
carried weed seed that has germinated and grown to displace many of the native plants. 
 
We propose to assemble the original design and construction team and project partners to 
facilitate a review and assessment of the successes and challenges of Elmer Paseo. The team 
will develop a set of improvement and enhancement recommendations, and will ultimately 
regrade and replant the vegetated bioswale to ensure it provides water quality benefits in the LA 
River Watershed for years to come. If feasible, we’ll also provide 1-2 tours for Sun Valley 
Magnet School teachers and their students. 



 
This SEP disbursement will be used to support the assessment of the Elmer Avenue 
Neighborhood Retrofit demonstration project, the project enhancement plan, and the 
enhancement implementation (e.g. swale sediment and weed removal). This SEP will be 
supplemented by approximately $60,000 in other SEP funding and approximately $10,000 in 
non-SEP funding.  
 


